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WHEN WAS AMALGAM FIRST USED FOR FILLING TENTH? 
B/ Curt Proskauer calls attention to an article in Chinese 
isted in Curront Work in the History of Medicine, July- 

Septomber 1955, (The Welicome History of Medicine Library) 
p- 99, No. 12, as follows: 

AMALGAM, Dental. Hsi-T'ao, Chu. Amalpam as filling 

material was originated in China. Chin. J. Stomatol., 

1955, 3, (1), 12. 
This claim, if true, is interesting, but as with other re- 
spects in which the Asiatics have anticipated the Western 
World in the technics of dentistry, there is no reason to 
expect that the introduction of amalgeom into denteal practice 
early in the nineteenth contury was in any wise inherited 
from previous Oriental use. The same lack of a known rela- 
tion exists with rerard to the toothbrush present in China 
many centuries before found in Europe and full dentures 
without springs in Japan as early as the sixteenth century. 


THREE HISTORICAL ARTICLES IN DENTAL ECHO 
R/ Deni 1 Echo for February 1955 includes the three following 
articles of historical interest: 

"Ein Jubilar und die erste elektrische Zahnbohrmaschine 
Deutschlands" (25:9=11) (An Anniversary and the First 
Electrical Dental Engine in Germany). 

"Dr. h. c. Zahnarzt Wilhelm Herbst (18)2-1917)" 
(25:11-13) 

"TInstrumentenfibel" (25:13#21) (Primer of Instruments) 
This article gives the development of various types of 
extraction instruments. 


DEATH OF GHORGE SARTON 

P/ George Sarton, the most distinguished historian of 
science, died March 22. He was professor of the history of 
science at Harvard University, author of several well-known 
works in that field, and editor of the journals Isis and 
Osiris, devoted to the history of science. Professor Sarton 
wou ave completed his seventy-second year Aurust 31 of 
this year. 


REMINISCENCES OF EARLY VIRGINIA DENTIST 

B/ The Peninsula Dental Society (Newport News, Va.) held its 
fall meeting in honor of Dr. Carter Perkins who died in 1926 

at the age of 9. In addition to some biographical notes, an 
article by Dr. Perkins, which appeared in the Daily Press and 


of the Virginia State Dental Association 33:16-2h 
“The article entitled "Dentistry Fifty-Seven 

Years Apo" pave Dr. Porkins! recollections of dentistry as 

practicvod when he entered the profession in 1652. 


THE MICHIGAN CENTENARY 
R/ The centennial issue of the Journal of the Michigan State 
ental Association (February 1956) contains a number o 
articles on the history of dentistry in that commonwealth. 
Marcus L. Ward contributes two articles. One, entitled "100 
Years of Continuous Existence", (36:3h-l0) 1s a critical 
study of the claims of Michigan and of contesting states for 
the honor of being the oldest continuously existing state 
dental society, The second article by Dr. Ward is "Develop- 
ment of Dentistry in Michigan" (386:)1-51). 


es Herald of Newport News in 1907, was republished in the 


Rene Rochon's article (38:52-61) concerns "Dental 

Education in Detroit.” Russell W. Bunting writes on "Dental 
Education at the University of Michigan" (38:62-76). Fred 
Wertheimer contributes "Public Health Dentistry in Michigan" 
(38:77-83) ond Kenneth A. Easlick takes a look into the 
future in "Beyond the Horizon" (38:84-99). 


HISTORY OF DENTISTRY IN ARKANSAS 


R/ The projected history of dentistry in Arkansas is 
apparently well on its way to publication. Recently the 
History Committee, of which Dr. F. W. Dietrich is chairman, 
issued a tentative outline of the book advertised for $10.00. 


The book 1s being compiled by F. W. Whiteside of Camden, 
Arkansas. 


In the Arkansas Dental Journal (27:19-20 March 1956) Dr. 
Dietrich has contributed two short biographies of "Pioneer 
Dentists of Fayetville"; namely, Charles Richardson 

(d. 1925) and James R. Southworth (c. 1856-1929). 


CAREER OF DR. FREDERICK S. McKAY 

B/ A sketch of the life and contributions to dental science 
of Dr. Frederick S. McKay appears in Journal of the Colorado 
State Dental Association 3 28-11 March 1956. His pioneer 
field studies of mottled enamel have been among the most im- 
portant in the investigation of fluorine in water supplies 
and dental fluorosis. 


NAVY DENTAL CORPS 

B/ The Naval Dental Corps News in its issues of January 11 
and 18 continues the historicrl resume begun in November. 
These numbers of the bulletin deal with "Dental Technician 
Schools--1925 to 1955" and "Dental Officer Training from 
1919 to 195." 


